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COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARIAN OF THE YEAR AWARD — HON KATE DOUST 
Statement 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan) [5.15 pm]: I was fortunate enough to be in Rome in late August to 
attend a conference, which I hope to talk about at another time. During that week, I thought that the big thing 
I would be doing would be meeting the Pope, which I did, but I will talk about that later also. I received an email 
from the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association to tell me that I had been nominated for the inaugural 
Parliamentarian of the Year Award, that I had been through the various selection processes, and that I had actually 
won the award. I must say that that came as a big surprise and a shock; I wandered around Rome for the next day 
slightly bemused! I just want to put on the record my thanks to the CPA for this acknowledgement. I do not think any 
of us come to Parliament with the intention of seeking accolades or awards, so to receive this sort of acknowledgement 
is a significant privilege, and will probably be the highlight of my parliamentary career. 
I thank the executive of the CPA and the selection committee, and acknowledge Stephen Twigg, the secretary-general. 
It really was a surprise; I have always been very fortunate in my engagements with the CPA. I was very lucky 
to participate in the development of its cybersecurity policy with my colleagues Hon Nick Goiran and 
Hon Martin Aldridge. I also participated in the modern slavery conference with CPA United Kingdom, which was 
hosted in this chamber, and was recently a mentor for a training program in Sydney for members of Parliament 
from 15 or 16 parliaments throughout the CPA. I must say, the academy program was a fantastic program. Next week, 
members from this Parliament will be attending the next stage, the residency program, in South Africa. A couple 
of years ago, as part of the academy program, I provided an online session on ethics, and I encourage members to 
participate in that. 
The CPA is doing a fantastic job with professional development programs for members of Parliament. I think it 
has realised that we can no longer just throw people in at the deep end and expect them to sink or swim; we now have 
to tool them up. My colleague Hon Wilson Tucker has been a beneficiary of the academy program, and I thank 
him for his kind words a few weeks ago. 
One of the very pleasant surprises has been the positive feedback I have received from a number of people. I thank 
our friends who participated in the conference in Sydney; they have certainly been very responsive and positive 
with their feedback. I also thank members from our local community, including various groups within the Jewish 
community. The Chinese community put out two press releases in Mandarin, so I can recognise my name and that 
of Stephen Twigg; I am sure that one of my colleagues will be able to translate Mandarin for me to tell me what they 
actually said, but I am sure it was very positive. I also thank the Labor Party because it put a post out immediately, 
and I was quite struck by the reach and the response. Quite often in our job we get a lot of negative responses, but 
I was really pleased to see how receptive people were to this and how they acknowledged the reasons why this 
award was given. The CPA only announced the award earlier this year. It has provided it to look at how it can 
strengthen parliamentary democracy through the promotion of good governance and sharing best practice. That is 
admirable and it is another way of trying to get people more engaged and focused on the work that we do. I thank 
the Speaker for organising a presentation. I thank those members, staff members and others who were able to visit. 
I thank my colleague who was able to bring back the award for me from Halifax, where it was actually presented, 
in one piece. Thank you very much. I appreciated the former Governor, Hon Kim Beazley, and two of our former 
Presidents, Hon John Cowdell and Hon Nick Griffiths, attending that morning tea. 
The work that we do here is very important. I have always taken my role very seriously both in representing my 
party and my community and standing up for people in my electorate. I have diverse interests across my electorate 
and with the work that we do here in the Parliament. I have been fortunate to have been blessed with many different 
types of roles and I had have always tried to do my best in each one of them. We have a significant responsibility 
to do the work that we have been elected to do for our constituents. 
I wanted to put on the record that I was very surprised, very pleased and very honoured to receive this acknowledgement. 
It is the inaugural award. I would hope that at some stage another of my colleagues in this place is blessed to receive 
it. The fact that a Western Australian member of Parliament, what people would tend to regard as a small provincial 
Parliament, if you like, has been acknowledged is significant. We should always be very pleased to see that we are 
not just tucked away in a very quiet part of the world, but that we are being noted for the work that we do. This award 
really is for everyone in this chamber. Everyone works to their utmost best in representing their members. I am 
very pleased to have received this award. I certainly thank my staff, my community, my party and my colleagues 
in this chamber for the support that you have given to me during my time here. This award now takes pride of place 
on my mantelpiece in my office and I will do my utmost best to make sure that it stays intact. I thank the people 
who nominated me. I certainly thank the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association and I look forward to continuing 
to work with the CPA and its members and to do whatever I can to provide assistance and support to other members 
of Parliament as they continue their journey representing their electorates. 
[Applause.] 
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